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Abstract. The following names based on Barbastella bats from Asia were found available for nomenclatural
purposes, and their type series and type localities were specified: Vespertilio leucomelas Cretzschmar,
1830, Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson, 1855, Barbastella caspica Satunin, 1908, Barbastella blanfordi
Bianki, 1917, Barbastella walteri Bianki, 1917, and Barbastella beijingensis Zhang, Han, Jones, Lin,
Zhang, Zhu, Huang et Zhang, 2007. On the other hand, Barbastellus dargelinensis Dobson, 1875 has
never been created as a new name, and dargelinensis, darjelinensis and darjilingensis used by DoBsoN
(1875, 1876, 1879) in combination with the genera Barbastellus Gray, 1838 or Synotus Keyserling et
Blasius, 1839 are merely incorrect subsequent spellings of Hopagson’s (1855) darjelingensis, being thus
not available for nomenclatural purposes.
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INTRODUCTION

According to modern taxonomic reviews (e.g. CorBET 1978, CorBET & HiLL 1980, KoopmaN
1993, 1994, HorACEK et al. 2000, Sivmons 2005), the genus Barbastella Gray, 1821 (syn.
Barbastellus Gray, 1825 and Synotus Keyserling et Blasius, 1839), consists of two species,
B. barbastellus (Schreber, 1774) and B. leucomelas (Cretzschmar, 1830), which live mainly in
the subtropic and temperate zones of the Palaearctic, reaching also northern parts of the Oriental
region (Bates & HarrISON 1997, HorACEK et al. 2000, Simmons 2005). The alleged occurrence
of Barbastella bats in the Afrotropics has been convincingly rejected (see GRUBB & ANSELL
1996). However, two recent papers suggested that this genus is more diversified. In particular,
anew species, B. beijingensis Zhang, Han, Jones, Lin, Zhang, Zhu, Huang et Zhang, 2007, was
described from north-eastern China (ZHANG et al. 2007) and the nominotypical Arabian form
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of B. leucomelas was separated at the species level from the rest of the species (ZHANG et al.
2007, Benpa et al. 2008). A question arose as to which name should be applied the remaining
barbastelle populations living in Asia from Transcaucasia through Central Asia and the Hima-
layas to Taiwan, which were generally considered a subspecies named Barbastella leucomelas
darjelingensis (Hodgson, 1855) (e.g. Stmmons 2005).

These populations were originally included in the seemingly widespread Eurasian species
Barbastellus communis (Gray, 1838) (e.g. BLytn 1863, Hutton 1872, JERDON 1874), currently
known as Barbastella barbastellus (Schreber, 1774). However, Dosson (1875, 1876, 1878, 1879)
suggested that Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson, 1855 is a barbastelle bat, not a Plecotus, and
that Indian barbastelle bats should bear the name Barbastella darjelingensis (Hodgson, 1855).
His view has been widely accepted by subsequent authors, who listed HopGsoN’s darjelingensis
in combination with the genus Synotus Keyserling et Blasius (e.g. ANDERsON 1881, ScuLry 1881,
BranrorDp 1888, RapDE 1899, KaseEnko 1905) or, later, with the genus Barbastella Gray (e.g.
SATUNIN 1905, 1908, 1914, MILLER 1907, THomas 1911, Tate 1942, KuzAkIN 1950, BogpaNov
1953, STRELKOV 1963). ELLERMAN & MORRISON-SCOTT (1951) merged Plecotus darjelingensis
Hodgson, 1855 with Vespertilio (= Barbastella) leucomelas Cretzschmar, 1830, and this view was
accepted by many subsequent authors (e.g. ETEMAD 1964, 1967, KuzAKIN 1965, MEYER-OEHME
1968, WALLIN 1969, GaisLEr 1971, NEUHAUSER & DEBLASE 1974, CorBET 1978, STRELKOV et
al. 1978, DEBLASE 1980, YosHivuki 1989, KoormaN 1993, 1994, Borisenko & PavLinov 1995,
BATES & HARRISON 1997, ZHANG et al. 1997, HorACEK et al. 2000, ALFRED et al. 2002, LN et
al. 2002, WanG 2003, Sivmons 2005, ZHANG et al. 2007), most of who, however, recognized
Barbastella leucomelas darjelingensis as a valid subspecies, covering Indian and Central Asian
populations of this species.

Bianki (1917) disagreed with DoBson, suggesting that HopGsoN’s Plecotus darjelingensis
indeed applies to a Plecotus bat as assumed by HopGson (in HorsriELD 1855), and proposing
for the Indian barbastelle bat a new name, Barbastella blanfordi. Bosrinskos (1925) agreed
with Biankt (1917) as regards the application of Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson, 1855, but
observed that caspica Satunin, 1908 has precedence over blanfordi Bianki, 1917 and corrected
the name of the bat accordingly (from Biank1’s Barbastella blanfordi to Barbastella caspica).
The name Barbastella caspica was applied to Central Asian and Indian barbastelle bats by some
Russian authors of the 1920s and 1930s (BoBrinskos 1926, 1929, OGNEV 1927, 1928, KuzAKIN
1934, ArGiropuLo 1939), but Tate (1942) rejected Bianki’s (1917) reasoning and subsequent
authors thus continued to apply to these populations the name Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson,
1855, following DoBson (1875, 1876, 1878, 1879).

Below, we discuss nomenclatural status and applicability of these names, where appropriate.
A full list of names based on barbastelle bats from Asia is presented in a subsequent chapter. Re-
levant portions of the rare Bianki’s (1917) publication are given in the Appendix. The expression
‘barbastelle bats’ is used solely for bats of the genus Barbastella Gray throughout this paper.

Museum acronyms. BMNH = Natural History Museum, London, UK [formerly: British Museum (Natural
History)]; EICML = East India Company Museum, London, UK; IMC = Indian Museum, Kolkata, India;
10ZB = Institute of Zoology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China; SGMT = State Georgian
Museum, Thbilisi, Georgia; SMF = Forschungsinstitut und Museum Senckenberg, Frankfurt am Main,
Germany.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson

The name Plecotus darjelingensis was first proposed by Hopson in HorsrIELD (1855), where
it was accompanied by the following text (HorsriELD 1855: 103): “Nearly allied to the former
[i.e. to Plecotus homochrous Hodgson, 1847], but considered distinct by Mr. Hodgson. The
dimensions are the same in all points; the colour is deeper, inclining to blackish. The lobes of
the ear are spreading, with a small appendicule at the bases. The tragus is narrow.” In addition to
Plecotus homochrous and P. darjelingensis, HorsRELD (1855) listed also typical representatives
of the genus Barbastella under the name Barbastellus Daubentonii [Bell, 1836] [= Barbastella
barbastellus (Schreber, 1774)] with a note: “Examined by R. F. Tomes, Esq., who considers it
identical with the European species, although somewhat darker in colour from its preservation
in spirits.” From these two descriptions and other noted circumstances, it seemed to be apparent,
that the name darjelingensis Hodgson, 1855 applied rather to bats from the genus Plecotus than
to those from the genus Barbastella.

HorsrELD (1855) did not specify the type locality of this new species, but it probably originated
from the region the paper dealt with, i.e. “Nepal, Darjeling, Tibet and other parts of India near
the Himalayan range” (HorsriELD 1855: 101). A closer look at HopGson’s activities in India and
at the fate of his collections allows specification as to on which specimens HobGson based his
Plecotus darjelingensis, their geographic origin, and, finally, their taxonomic identity.

Brian Houghton Hopagson (1801-1894) spent two long periods of his life in India: he lived
in Kumaon, Nepal, and Calcutta between 1818—1844, and in Darjeeling between 1845—1858
(see WaTerRHOUSE 2004, DickinsoN 2006). Shipments of mammals received by the BMNH
from Hopason’s first period did not contain barbastelle bats (see Gray & Gray 1847, THOMAS
1906). The specimens mentioned by HorsFIELD (1855, 1856) were thus collected, with a high
probability, during the second period of HopGson’s stay in India.

In 1858, the third consignment of the Hobason collection (of mammals) arrived in London
(Tromas 1906: 8), resulting from his stay in “Darjiling” [= Darjeeling, West Bengal, India]. Gray
& Gray (1863) published a catalogue of this collection, in which they mentioned no relevant bat
specimens, but a drawing: “Plecotus? darjilingensis, Hodgson, n. sp. Hab. — India House, Nov.
1852, no. 9. Drawing, no. [none] — The Paskan (with skull and stomach).” This drawing still
exists in the archives of the BMNH in London (BMNH Z 88 ff H). It is a watercolor showing
a bat from its ventral side with stretched left wing and half-stretched right wing, and two pen
drawings showing the head of the bat from lateral view and its stomach, respectively (Fig. 1).
The sheet bears the following inscription in ink: “Plecotus? Darjilingensis. mihi. Hd. // The
Paskan // India House Nov. 1852 // No. 9”. The first line of the text clearly indicates HopGsoN’s
authorship of the drawings and of the name (mihi = of mine, Hd. = Hodgson). These drawings
thus show a specimen upon which Hopagson based his Plecotus darjelingensis.

The type specimens of Plecotus darjelingensis were “presented to the Hon. East India Com-
pany by B. H. Hodgson, Esq., in 1853” (HorsriELD 1856: 393). The fate of these specimens is
unknown in detail, but a specimen, apparently from the original HopGgson’s series, was registered
at the BMNH in September 1854 as BMNH 54.9.1.13. The whole collection of the EICML
was moved to the BMNH in 1860, but the latter consignment did not include any specimens
of barbastelle bats (GrAY & Gray 1863, THoMas 1906). The specimen BMNH 1854.9.1.13 (an
alcohol specimen with extracted skull) was recognized as a type of Plecotus darjelingensis
Hodgson by WrouGHTON (1918) and later studied as such by Tate (1942) who, however, mis-
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quoted the final figure in its number as “3” (instead of “13”), he was followed in this error by
e.g. WaALLIN (1969) and Yosnryuki (1989). This specimen is still kept in the mammal collection
of the BMNH, where one of us (PB) revised it in January 2004 (see also Benpa et al. 2008).
In 1879, a consignment of mammals from the IMC arrived at the BMNH. It included Hopg-
SON’s specimens from Darjeeling, but there is no evidence that a barbastelle bat was among
them (THomas 1906). HorsriELD (1856) said that the specimens of Plecotus darjelingensis
received from B. H. Hobason originated from “Nepal; Central Hills”. The surviving specimen
(BMNH 1854.9.1.13) was said to have originated from ‘“Nepal” by WrouGHTON (1918) and
Tate (1942). A label attached to it bears an inscription “Nepal, B. H. Hodgson” (PB, pers.
observation). This seems to be an error for Darjeeling, probably introduced by George Robert
Gray (1808-1872), the then curator at the BMNH (cf. SHARPE 1906: 386). Both the drawing
and the BMNH specimen of Plecotus darjelingensis were obtained from Hobgson by London
institutions in the time when he resided in Darjeeling and also the name given by Hobgson to
the bat (‘darjelingensis’) indicates that the specimens originated from Darjeeling. We have thus
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Fig. 1. Facsimile of B. H. Hopgson’s unpublished drawing of Plecotus? Darjilingensis [BMNH Z 88 ff H]
presented by him to the EICML, London, and now deposited in the BMNH, London. The drawing was
mentioned by Gray & Gray (1863). © Natural History Museum, London, UK.

Obr. 1. Faksimile nepublikovaného obrazku Plecotus? Darjilingensis, ktery B. H. Hopgson namaloval
podle typového jedince Plecotus darjelingensis a vénoval Museu Vychodoindické spole¢nosti v Londy-
né. Dnes je obrazek archivovan v Piirodovédném museu v Londyné pod ¢islem BMNH Z 88 ff H, jeho
existenci zminuje katalog GRAYE & GRAYE (1863).
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no doubt that Darjeeling is the proper type locality of Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson, as has
been already assumed by THomas (1911) and many others (e.g. ALLEN 1938, KuzAkiN 1950,
ELLERMAN & MORRISON-ScOTT 1951, WALLIN 1969, DEBLASE 1980, YosHryukr 1989, CorBET &
Hir 1992, Bates & HARRrISoN 1997, HORACEK et al. 2000).

ALLEN (1938: 256) arrived at a different opinion as regards the type of Plecotus darjelingensis
Hodgson: “This bat was described from a specimen collected by Hodgson in Darjeeling, India,
near the borders of Sikkim. It is presumably this specimen that furnished the basis of the brief
description, by Dobson, in 1876, and if so, it is perhaps still in the Indian Museum at Calcutta [=
Kolkata].” However, no relevant specimens in the IMC were mentioned by BLyth (1863), DoBson
(1876) or ANDERSON (1881), so ALLEN’s (1938) assumptions seem to have been incorrect.

One of us (PB) revised both the syntype specimen (BMNH 1854.9.1.13) and the watercolor
with associated pen drawings (BMNH Z 88 ff H) with the following results: The drawings
apparently show a bat of the genus Barbastella, the affiliation to this genus being obvious from
the shape of the face and ears as well as from the coloration. Bats of the genus Plecotus do
not have such a dark ventral side, but have much longer and relatively narrower ears and tragi
(cf. figures in any identification key to Eurasian bats — e.g. O6NEv 1928, KuzAkin 1950, 1965,
STrRELKOV 1963, DEBLASE 1980, BATES & HARRISON 1997). The restudy of the specimen BMNH
1854.9.1.13 resulted in the same conclusions as that previously reported by TaTe (1942) (see
also BENDA et al. 2008). Herewith, it has been established that both the surviving syntype of
Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson, 1855 and its syntype painted by HopGson (Fig. 1) belong
to the Indian (s. 1.) populations of Barbastella bats and the definition of the name has been
thus fixed. This observation fully supports Dosson’s (1875) taxonomic opinion, confirming
that darjelingensis Hodgson belongs in the genus Barbastella instead in Plecotus. HODGSON
himself was uncertain about the generic position of his darjelingensis, which is indicated by
the question mark he added to the genus name on the drawing (Fig. 1). HopGson’s (1855) error
is understandable, because Plecotus and Barbastella resemble each other and are conspicuous
in having joined pinnae above the eyes.

Barbastellus darjelingensis Dobson

Dosson (1875, see also DoBson 1876, 1878, 1879) suggested that HopGsoN’s darjelingensis
is a barbastelle bat, not a Plecotus, and, accordingly, transferred the species to the genus Bar-
bastellus Gray, 1838 (Doson 1875) and later, on nomenclatural grounds, to the genus Synotus
Keyserling et Blasius, 1839 (Doson 1876, see also Doson 1878, 1879). Bianki (1917) sug-
gested that Hopgson’s (in HORSFIELD 1855) Plecotus darjelingensis indeed is a Plecotus bat and
that DoBson (1876, 1878), by applying the name to a different bat species, created a new name
available for nomenclatural purposes. DoBsoN’s action can be traced back to DoBson (1875),
which was unknown to Bianki (1917). However, Bianki’s (1917) interpretation is at variance
with the currently valid International Rules of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN 1999, Art.
49). Neither Barbastellus darjelingensis “Dobson”, nor Synotus darjelingensis “Dobson” are
available for nomenclatural purposes (contra e.g. ANDERSON 1881, ScuLry 1881, OGNEV 1927,
1928, BoBrinskos 1929, KuzAkIN 1950, ELLERMAN & MORRISON-ScoTT 1951, BogpaNov 1953,
STRELKOV 1963, YosHryuki 1989, Ssmmons 2005). Note that DoBson, in addition to creating
new combinations of the species name darjelingensis Hodgson, misspelled the species name
as “dargelingensis” (DoBsoN 1875, 1876), “darjelinensis” (DoBsoN 1876) and “darjilingensis”
(DoBson 1879). All of these are subsequently incorrect spellings, which are not in prevailing
use and which thus have no standing in zoological nomenclature (ICZN 1999, Art. 33.3).
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SYSTEMATIC LIST

Vespertilio leucomelas Cretzschmar

Vespertilio leucomelas CRETZSCHMAR, 1830: 73.

Plecotus leucomelas (Cretzschmar): Gray 1838: 495. [New combination]

Synotus leucomelas (Cretzschmar): RUPPELL 1842: 156. [New combination]

Barbastella darjelingensis leucomelas (Cretzschmar): TATE 1942: 265. [New combination and new rank]
Barbastella leucomelas Cretzschmar: RyBERG 1947: 94. [New taxonomic opinion]

Barbastella barbastellus leucomelas Cretzschmar: Kock 1969: 176. [New taxonomic opinion]

TvyPE sERIES. CRETZCHMAR (1830) did not indicate any specimen. However, all material described
by CRETZSCHMAR (1826—1830) was collected by Eduard RUpPELL (1794—1884) during his journey
to north-eastern Africa and adjacent regions in 1822—1827. RuppPELL (1842: 156) mentioned two
SMF specimens collected by himself, under catalogue numbers SMF II.M.1a (now SMF 4373
—see MERTENS 1925: 21) and SMF I1.M. 1b (now SMF 12393 —see Kock 1969: 177). The former
specimen was designated as the lectotype of Vespertilio leucomelas by MERTENS (1925: 21).

TyPE LocaLITY. “Das petracische Arabien” [= Arabia Petraea] according to CRETZSCHMAR (1830).
Restricted by Benpa et al. (2008) to “the area of the Sinaitic peninsula to the south of the con-
necting line between the towns of Suez and Aqgaba”, i.e. a triangular area between Suez [= As
Suways], Egypt (29° 58’ N, 32° 32’ E), Aqaba [= Al ‘Aqaba], Jordan (29° 31’ N, 35°01° E) and
the Ras Muhammad Cape, Egypt (27° 43’ N, 34° 15’ E). See BenDA et al. (2008) for details.
Now. Barbastella leucomelas (Cretzschmar, 1830). See ELLERMAN & MORRISON-ScoTT (1951),
Kooprman (1993), Simmons (2005), ZHANG et al. (2007), and BEnDa et al. (2008).

REeMaARKS. Several authors (e.g. ALLEN 1939: 83; ELLERMAN & MORRISON-ScOTT 1951: 176; SAN-
BORN & HOOGSTRAAL 1955: 117; HooGSTRAAL 1962: 146; STRELKOV 1963: 175; ETEMAD 1964: 653,
1967: 278; HarrisoN 1964: 176; KuzAKIN 1965: 100; MEYER-OEHME 1968: 98; WALLIN 1969:
337; GaisLEr 1971: 102; NEUHAUSER & DEBLASE 1974: 91; CorBET 1978: 60; STRELKOV et al.
1978: 35; DEBLASE 1980: 231; QumsiYEH 1985: 63, 1996: 110; HarrISON & MAKIN 1988: 594;
Yosuryukr 1989: 179; HARRISON & BATES 1991: 103; Koorman 1993: 199, 1994: 109; BORISENKO
& Pavimnov 1995: 102; HorACEK et al. 2000: 134; ALFRED et al. 2002: 52; LN et al. 2002: 315;
Hoatn 2003: 64; Stmmons 2005: 480; ZHANG et al. 2007: 1393) believed that the name Vespertilio
leucomelas was published in 1826, i.e. in the year when “Riippell’s Atlas” (see CRETZSCHMAR
1826) begun to be issued. According to MERTENS (1925: 19), the sheets 18—19 associated with
Tables 27-30 of CreTzscHMAR (1826—1830), containing also the description of V. leucomelas
(sheet 18 and Table 28, respectively), were published in 1830 (see also Kock 1969, CorBET &
HiLL 1992, Bates & HarrisoN 1997, and/or RYDELL & BoGpanowicz 1997).

Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson

Plecotus Darjilingensis “mihi. Hd.” [= Hobcson, 1845-1852] [Inscription on the painting BMNH Z 88
ff H; unpublished name]

Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson in HorsriELD, 1855: 103. [Note that the spelling of this species name
differs from HopGsoN’s inscription on the painting. It remains unclear, whether the change is due to
a printer’s error or HORSFIELD’s intention. In any case, the spelling darjelingensis is the correct original
spelling of the name (see ICZN 1999, Art. 32.2)]

Barbastellus dargelinensis (Hodgson): DoBsoN 1875: 85. [New combination, species name misspelled]

Synotus dargelinensis (Hodgson): Dosson 1876: 86. [New combination, species name misspelled]
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Synotus darjelinensis (Hodgson): Dosson 1876: 218. [Species name misspelled]

Synotus darjilingensis (Hodgson): DosoN 1879: 12. [Species name misspelled]

Barbastella darjelingensis (Hodgson): SaTuniN 1905: 13. [New combination]

Barbastella darjilingensis (“Hodson”): Satunin 1914: 17. [Species name misspelled]

Barbastella leucomelas darjelingensis (Hodgson): ELLERMAN & MORRISON-ScoTT 1951: 176. [New rank]

AutHorsHIP. The binomen Plecotus darjelingensis was first published in an article authored
by HorsriELD (1855), who cited HopGson as the author of the name (and nominal taxon). The
painting BMNH Z 88 ff H (Fig. 1) evidences that HopGson both recognized the species and
provided the name. Also, Hopgson has been generally accepted as the author of Plecotus dar-
Jjelingensis and there is no reason to cast any doubts on the authorship. Biank1’s (1917: 75; see
Appendix) suggestion that HopGson supplied just the name and that the description was provided
by HorsriELD (Who would thus become the author of the species name) is unsupported.

TypE SERIES. HODGSON (in HORsFIELD 1855) did not indicate on which specimens he based this
species. Circumstantial evidence suggests that the type series consisted of at least two syntypes.
Hobason lived between 18451858 in Darjeeling, but visited London in 1853 (see DicKINSON
2006), when he presented a large collection of natural history specimens to the EICML (Hor-
SFIELD 1856). HorsFIELD (1855: 103) listed Plecotus darjelingensis as present in this collection
and remarked that “the specimens of this [species] are few and not well preserved”. The plural
indicates that at least two syntypes existed, but certainly not many more. In September 1854,
an alcohol specimen of this bat was registered at the BMNH as BMNH 1854.9.1.13, which was
received by the BMNH either directly from HopGsoN or via EICML. In addition, the BMNH
contains a painting of this bat inscribed by Hopgson’s hand as “Plecotus? Darjilingensis. mihi.
Hd.” (Fig. 1). The specimen illustrated in this painting is also a syntype of Plecotus darjelin-
gensis Hodgson, but is probably identical with one of the specimens mentioned by HORSFIELD
(1855). Today, to our best knowledge, only the specimen BMNH 1854.9.1.13 and the painting
BMNH Z 88 ff H survive. That conclusion represents an indication of the types by the present
designation and conforms with the opinions presented by WrouGHTON (1918: 584) and TATE
(1942: 264).

TypE LocaLITy. Darjeeling, West Bengal, India; 27° 02’ N, 88° 16’ E (see above for discussion).

Now. Barbastella darjelingensis (Hodgson, 1855). See ZHANG et al. (2007), BEnpa et al. (2008),
and P. BEnDA (this paper).

Barbastella barbastella caspica Satunin

Barbastella barbastella caspica SATUNIN, 1908: 43.
Barbastella blanfordi caspica Satunin: Bianki 1917: 75.
Barbastella caspica Satunin: BoBrinskos 1925: 341. [New rank]

TyrE series. Two unspecified specimens, collected by P. Scammt [Smipt’] and Aleksandr
Bebutovi¢ SELKOVNIKOV’ on 6 April 1907 [= 19 April 1907 NS] at the type locality (SATUNIN
1908: 43). At least a skin (lacking skull) is still deposited in the SGMT (S. GAZARYAN, pers.
comm. 2008).

TyPE LocaLITY. “Dolina r. Pirsagat’, sel. Kubaly” (Satuniv 1908: 43), i.e. Pirsaat River valley,
Qubalibalaoglan village, Hacigabul District, Azerbaijan; 40° 07° N, 49° 03’ E.

Now. Barbastella darjelingensis (Hodgson, 1855). See StrELkov (1981) and BEnDA et al.
(2008).
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REMARKS. SATUNIN (1908, 1914) believed that the species name barbastellus is an adjective and
changed its ending to agree in gender with the generic name. This would be correct if the name
would be an adjective, because the genus name Barbastella is feminine (MiLLER 1897, 1907)
and the provisions of Art. 34.2 of the ICZN (1999) would apply. However, SCHREBER’s (1774)
barbastellus is a noun in apposition as already stressed by MILLER (1897: 385), which must not
be changed to agree in gender with the generic name (ICZN 1999, Art. 31.2.1,34.2.1). SATUNIN’S
(1908) species name barbastella is thus just an incorrent subsequent spelling without standing
in zoological nomenclature (ICZN 1999, Art. 33.3).

Barbastella blanfordi Bianki

Barbastella blanfordi Bianki, 1917: 75.
Barbastella caspica blanfordi “Bianchi” [= Bianki]: BoBriNskos 1925: 341. [New rank]

TypE SERIES. Bianki (1917) believed that Synotus dargelinensis was applied by DoBson (1876,
1878) in a different sense than by Hobgson (in HorsriELD 1855). Hence, he created a new re-
placement name (his “nom. emend.”, see Appendix) for Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson, 1855
sensu DoBsoN (1876, 1878). Synotus dargelingensis Dobson, 1876 is not an available name
and the type series of Barbastella blanfordi Bianki thus consists of specimens denoted by this
unavailable name (ICZN 1999, Art. 72.4.4). They include seven specimens then deposited in
the IMC, reported by Dosson (1876: 218-220, 222) under Nos. 706711 and 745, and two
unnumbered specimens deposited in the BMNH, reported by Dosson (1878). ANDERsSON (1881)
mentioned only six specimens in IMC under numbers 138a—f, which correspond with DoBsoN’s
(1876) specimens 706710 and 745.

TypE LocaLITY. The type locality encompasses collection localities of all syntypes (ICZN
1999, Art. 76.1), i.e. the following sites (DoBson 1876: 218, 220, 222; 1878: 177): “Masuri”
[= Mussoorie, Uttarakhand, India; 30°27° N, 78°05° E], “Darjeeling” [= Darjeeling, West
Bengal, India; 27° 02’ N, 88° 16’ E], “Laching, Sikkim, 8000 ft.” [= Lachung, Sikkim, India;
27°41° N, 88° 45’ E], “Simla” [= Shimla, Himachal Pradesh, India; 31° 04’ N, 77° 11’ E], and
“Yangihissar” [= Yengisar, Xinjiang Uygur Zizhiqu, China; 38° 56’ N, 76° 10’ E]. In addition,
one syntype was collected from an unknown locality in “India” (DoBson 1878) in the sense of
the then British India [ca. 8°-37° N, 60°-101° E].

Now. Barbastella darjelingensis (Hodgson, 1855). See KuzAkin (1950), STRELKOV (1963) and
BENDA et al. (2008).

REMARKS. Biankr’s (1917) paper is sometime dated as from the year 1916 (e.g. BoBRINSKOJ
1925: 341; OgNEV 1928: 588; RYBERG 1947: 93; KuzAKIN 1934: 325, 1950: 311; ELLERMAN &
MorrisoN-ScotT 1951: 176; STRELKOV 1981: 42; YosHryuki 1989: 179; BorisSENKO & PAvLINOV
1995: 102; Stmmons 2005: 480), because the journal volume bears the date ‘1916’ on the cover,
but Biank1’s paper bears a printed date ‘May 1917°, which means that it was probably published
between 14 May — 13 June 1917 (NS).

Barbastella blanfordi walteri Bianki

Blarbastella blanfordi] walteri Bianki, 1917: 75.
Barbastella caspica walteri “Bianchi” [= Bianki]: BoBrinskos 1925: 341.
Barbastella caspica valteri “Bianchi” [= Bianki]: KuzAkiN 1934: 325. [Species name misspelled]
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TypE seriES. Three specimens (= syntypes), collected by Gustav RAppE and Alfred WALTER on
9 April 1887 [= 21 April 1887 NS] at the type locality (RADDE 1899, see also RADDE & WALTER
1890, Bianki 1917, STRELKOV et al. 1978).

TyPE LocaLITY. “Tahta-Bazar” (RADDE & WALTER 1890, STRELKOV et al. 1978), i.e. Tagtabazar,
Mary Province, Turkmenistan; 35° 58’ N, 62° 54’ E.

Now. Barbastella darjelingensis (Hodgson, 1855). See KuzAkin (1950), STRELKOV (1963), and
Benpa et al. (2008).

REMARKS. OGNEV (1928) and KuzAkiN (1934) suggested that this name is a nomen nudum, but
Biankr (1917: 75) specified that this is a “large form” [of Barbastella]. This description, al-
though almost useless, is sufficient for making the name available for nomenclatural purposes
(see ICZN 1999). Although both Bianki’s names, blanfordi and walteri, were proposed in one
paragraph on the same page in Biank1’s (1917) paper (see also Appendix), some authors gave the
year of publication as 1917 for blanfordi and, incorrectly, 1916 for walteri (e.g. RYBERG 1949:
93; BorisENKO & Paviivov 1995: 102; Stmmons 2005: 480). For the correct date of publication
of Biank1’s (1917) paper see under Barbastella blanfordi Bianki.

Barbastella formosanus Lin, Zheng et Maeda

Barbastella formosanus Lin, Zheng et Maeda in LN et al. 1997: 71. [Manuscript name]
Barbasoella formosanus Lin, Zheng et Maeda: WanG 2003: 53. [Genus name misspelled]

REmaRks. This is a manuscript name proposed by LiN, ZHENG & MAEDA and listed by LiN et al.
(1997) and WanG (2003). ZHANG et al. (2007: 1394) observed that it is a nomen nudum. We
concur with his opinion, because the only relevant in LN et al. (1997) reads: “This species was
first recorded in Meifeng at an altitude of 2160 m in the Nantou County in 1995. It is a new
endemic forest species distributed in the mountains at medium and high altitudes. In a paper
submitted by Liang-Kong Lin, Hsi-Chi Zheng and Kishio Maeda, for press, the bat was tem-
porarily named [Barbastella] formosanus, the Formosan barbastelle.”

Barbastella beijingensis Zhang, Han, Jones, Lin, Zhang, Zhu, Huang et Zhang
Barbastella beijingensis Zhang, Han, Jones, Lin, Zhang, Zhu, Huang et Zhang, 2007: 1397.

Horotype. I0ZB BRG00054, adult male, collected by Jie Ma and Li-Biao ZHANG on 25 Sep-
tember 2003 at the type locality (ZHANG et al. 2007).

TyPE LocALITY. San-Liu-Shui village, Fangshan District, Beijing, China; 30° 43° N, 115° 45 E.
Now. Barbastella beijingensis Zhang, Han, Jones, Lin, Zhang, Zhu, Huang et Zhang, 2007.

SOUHRN

Z Asie jsou k disposici nasledujici jména nalezejici rodu Barbastella pouzitelna pro nomenklatorické
ucely: Vespertilio leucomelas Cretzschmar, 1830, Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson, 1855, Barbastella
caspica Satunin, 1908, Barbastella blanfordi Bianki, 1917, Barbastella walteri Bianki, 1917 a Barbastella
beijingensis Zhang, Han, Jones, Lin, Zhang, Zhu, Huang et Zhang, 2007. Pro vSechna tato jména jsou
v piispévku uvedeny typové serie a typové lokality. Naopak jméno Barbastellus dargelinensis Dobson,
1875 nebylo vytvoreno jako nové jméno a jeho formy dargelinensis, darjelinensis a darjilingensis pouzité
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Dossonem (1875, 1876, 1879) v kombinaci s rodovymi jmény Barbastellus Gray, 1838 nebo Synotus
Keyserling et Blasius, 1839 jsou pouze nespravnym pozdéjs$im zptisobem psani Hopgsonova (1855) jména
darjelingensis, a tudiz nejsou pouzitelna pro nomenklatorické ucely.
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APPENDIX
Biank1’s (1917) text on the genus Barbastella

ORIGINAL TEXT (BIiank1 1917: 74-75). “®opmsl pona Barbastella pactianaroTcs Ha IBe TPYIIIBL; Y OJHON
13b HUXB, Kyla OTHOCUTBCA TONBKO B. barbastellus, HeCKOIBKO BBILIE CEPEIMHBI HAPYKHATO Kpas yxa
UMeeTcs: HeOoJIbIIast, HO PE3KO BBICTYIIAIONIAs OKPYIVIas JONACTHHKA, KOTOPOil HETh U Clieia Y NPeacTa-
BUTeNeH Ipyro# rpynnsl. Y onucanHaro CaTyHUHBIMB B. barbastella caspica HeTH 3TOH JTOMACTHHKH,
a MOTOMY HETIOHSTHO, TI0YeMY aBTOPh CUUTACTH 3Ty GopMy 3a noaBunb B. barbastella. Tunom rpymmns
0e3b JonacTHHKY sBisieTcs ‘Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgs.” Horsfield. 1855 (Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist.,
(2) XVI, 103), Ho Ha3BaHie darjelingensis He MOXETb 0CTaThcs 3a Heto. Hodgson Tonmbko Ha3Bamb Gpopmy,
ommucais ee Brepsse (1. ¢.) Horsfield, a ons roBoputs ‘Nearly allied to the former {t. e. Plecotus homoch-
rous Hodgs., J. As. Soc. Bengal, X VI, p. 894}, but considered distinct by Mr Hodgson. The dimensions are
the same in all points; the colour is deeper, inclining to blackish ...” I35 3TOT0 5ICHO, 4YTO IEpBOHAYATILHO
noxs darjelingensis pasymenacs popma poaa Plecotus, a HUKaKkb He pona Barbastella, pa3mepsl KoToparo,
XOTs1 OBl yIlel, HUKaKb HE MOTYTh OBITh TOXXECTBEHHBIMH Ch pa3MepaMu Kakoro Obl To HU ObL10 Plecotus.
3T0 MOTBEpPIKAALSTCS ellie U TeMb, 4TO Bb onuckiBaeMoii Horsfield’ omsb kosnexuin Hodgson’a 6su1s 1 Ba-
rbastella, HeCKOLKUME CTPOKaMH BbIIIC Ha3BaHHBIN ‘Barbastella daubentonii’, o xotopomsb Horsfield
roBoputb: ‘Examined by R. F. Tomes, Esq., who considers it identical with the European species, although
somewhat darker in colour from its preservation in spirits’. Kakumb o6pazoms Plecotus darjelingensis
Hodgson (lege Horsfield) mpespatuics y Dobson’a (Monogr. As. Chiropt., p. 86, 1876; Cat. Chiropt. Brit.
Mus., p. 177, 1878) B Synotus darjelingensis — coBepIeHHO HETIOHATHO. BeposTHee Bcero, 4To Bb British
Museum nonans u3b East Indian Company Museum ny6nets Synotus, Bb KOTOPBIH ObLTa 10 OmIMOKe
BIIO)KEHA dTUKETKA Plecotus darjelingensis. Bens mpussiTs ske Dobson nenslit psab HHAIKCKUXD GOPMB
(Vespertilio afiricanus = Myotis blythi, V-lio megalopus = Myotis megalopus) 3a adppuxanckis. Takumb
obpaszoms B. darjelingensis Dobson’a u ap. aBropoBs (non ‘Hdgs.” f. Horsfield) nyxnaeTcs Bb Ha3BaHin
¥ s Kpely ero Bb Barbastella blanfordi, nom. emend. — Kpome B. blanfordi, pacnpocTpaneHHaro otsb
Kamrapin n 1oxHbIXb oTporob Kapakopyma (Gilgit) no I'mmanasims 1o Cu-uyanu, Kb 06e3/10macTHOI
TpyIIIe OTHOCSTCS elie TP GOpMBI, U3b KOTOPBIXD JIBE IPOJIOJIKAIOTH BCE €Ille CMEINBAThCS OfHA Cb B.
barbastella, npyras cb B. blanfordi. Bo-nepBEIXb yiKe OHOTO B3IJIsIja Ha PUCYHOKD Vespertilio leucomelas
Cretschm. (Riippel’s Atlas Reis. N. Aft., p. 73, tab. 28, fig. 6) n3p Kamenncroit ApaBiu 10cTaTOIHO, YTOOBI
CKa3arh, 4To GopMa 3Ta, He UMEIOIIAs JIOMACTHHKY Ha yXe, HE MOKETh OTHOCUTHCA Kb B. barbastella,
Kakb ToNKyeTh ee Dobson (1878), a Bb HoBelimee Bpemst de Winton (Zool. Egypt., Mamm. p. 132); mo
BCeil BEPOATHOCTH 3TO BIIOJHE CaMOCTOATENbHAs Mekas (opMa BeCbMa XapaKTepHOil TEeMHOH CBEpXy
okpacku. Bo-Bropsixb 3akacmiiickoii 0061acTy 1 10.-3. yacT TypkecraHa cBOiicTBeHa KpymHas ¢opma,
koTopyto CaTyHUH ONpenessurb 1o 3K3eMIULIpy, 1oositomy Panne u Bansrepoms Bb Taxra-6a3ape, 3a
‘darjelingensis’ 1. e. 3a B. blanfordi. OHa Taxxe Hy»X1aeTCsl Bb Ha3BaHiM U 5 Ha3bIBato ee B. walteri subsp.
nov. HakoHens TpeThs popMa — 3TO yKe YHOMSIHYTHIH BhIlIE B. caspica Satun. B MpoTHBOIOIOKHOCTH
B. leucomelas mocnennist nBe hopmsl — B. walteri n B. caspica — NpeACTaBIAIOTh TOBHIUMOMY JINIIH
nonBuas! B. blanfordi.”

TrANsLATION (our comments are added in brackets). “The forms of the genus Barbastella [inhabiting
the Russian Empire] fall into two groups; in one of them, which includes only B. barbastella, a small
but distinct, rounded protrusion is present above the center of the outer ear margin, of which no trace is
present in the representatives of the second group. Such a protrusion is absent in B. barbastella caspica
described by Satunin, and it is therefore not clear, why that author regards this form as a subspecies of B.
barbastella. Typical for the group without the projection is ‘Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgs.” Horsfield.
1855 (Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist., (2) XVI, 103 [= HorsFiELD 1855]), but the name darjelingensis cannot be
used for it. Hodgson only named the form, but Horsfield (1. c.) described it, and he says ‘Nearly allied
to the former {i.e. Plecotus homochrous Hodgs., J. As. Soc. Bengal, XVI, p. 894 [= Hopgson 1847]},
but considered distinct by Mr Hodgson. The dimensions are the same in all points; the colour is deeper,
inclining to blackish ...". It is clear from this, that darjelingensis was originally applied to a form of the
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genus Plecotus, and in no circumstances one of the genus Barbastella, the measurements of which, incl.
those of ears, could never correspond with the measurements of any Plecotus form. This is also confirmed
by the fact, that the Hodgson’s collection mentioned by Horsfield also contained a Barbastella, some
lines below named as ‘Barbastella daubentonii’, about which Horsfield says: ‘Examined by R. F. Tomes,
Esq., who considers it identical with the European species, although somewhat darker in colour from its
preservation in spirits’. Why Plecotus darjelingensis Hodgson (lege Horsfield) was changed by Dobson
(Monogr. As. Chiropt., p. 86, 1876; Cat. Chiropt. Brit. Mus., p. 177, 1878 [= Dosson 1876, 1878]) to Synotus
darjelingensis — is entirely unclear. Most probably, a doublet of Synotus came in the British Museum from
the East Indian Museum, which was erroneously labeled as Plecotus darjelingensis. To be sure, Dobson
has mistaken a number of Indian forms (Vespertilio africanus = Myotis blythi, Vespertilio megalopus =
Mpyotis megalopus) for African ones. Therefore, the B. darjelingensis of Dobson and other authors (non
‘Hdgs.” f. Horsfield) needs a name and I christen it Barbastella blanfordi, nom. emend. — In addition to
B. blanfordi, which is distributed from Kashgaria and the southern slopes of Karakorum (Gilgit) to the
Himalayas and to Sichuan, three forms belong to the group without the [ear] projection, two of which
still used to be confused, one with B. barbastella, and the other one with B. blanfordi. First, a glance
at the picture of Vespertilio leucomelas Cretschm. (Riippel’s Atlas Reis. N. Aftr., p. 73, tab. 28, fig. 6 [=
CrerzscHMAR 1830]) from the Arabia Petraea is clearly sufficient for concluding that this form, which
has no projection on its ear, cannot belong to B. barbastella, as suggested by Dobson (1878) and recently
also de Winton (Zool. Egypt., Mamm. p. 132 [= pE WINTON in ANDERSON 1902]); with all probability, it
is a separate small form characterized by dark dorsal coloration. Second, a separate large form inhabits
the Transcaspian Province and south-western parts of Turkestan, which was identified by Satunin on the
basis of a specimen collected by Radde and Walter in Tahta-Bazar, as ‘darjelingensis’, i.e. blanfordi. It
also needs a name and I name it B. walteri subsp. nov. Finally, the third form is the above mentioned B.
caspica Satun. Unlike B. leucomelas, the latter two forms — B. walteri and B. caspica — obviously represent
only subspecies of B. blanfordi.”
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